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terror the old man had of the Devil, Apollonius proposed to go, dressed in red, with horns and a mask, to drag him out of bed by the feet. But the ingenious Buffalmacco had a better suggestion to offer :
"To-morrow we will provide ourselves with a good stout rope and a pulley, and I undertake to g:ve you the same evening a highly diverting exhibition."
Apollonius and Bruno were curious to know what the pulley and rope were to be used for, but Buffalmacco refused to say. Nevertheless they promised faithfully to get him what he wanted ; for they knew him to possess the merriest wit in the world and the most fertile in amusing contrivances, having earned his nickname of BufFalmacco for these very qualities. And truly he knew some excellent turns, that have since become legendary.
The three friends, having nothing now to keep them awake, fell asleep under the moon, which looking in at the garret window, pointed the tip of one of her horns, as if in mockery, at old Tafi. They slept sound till daybreak, when the master began hammering on the partition, and called out, coughing and spitting as usual
" Get up, master Apollonius ! Up with you, apprentices ! Day's come; Phoebus has blown